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THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, Ai^RIL 24, 1984 


Nicaraguan, in Washington, Says 
He Was Tortured by Scundinistas 








WASHINGTON. April 23 — Pniden- 
cio Baltodano wean a triiite cloth over 
his ean to cover scan that he said ie> 



main from being torturad ^ Nicara* 
guanAimy forces in Fcbniaiy. 

Mr. Baltodano, who says be was a 
Peateoosul preacher and farmer in El 
Tendido near the Atlantic coast of 
Nicaragua when he was attadmd. 
came to Washington recently under Uie 
sponsoiship of Nicaraguan rebels to 
tell his stoiy of torture to Congress, the 
United Natkms and the Oiganiaatkn of 
American States. 

Mr. Baltodano is the latest Nicara- 
guan or Salvadoran to come to Wash- 
ington under the auqrioes of an organi- 
ations cither favoring or opposiiv 
United Sutes policy in Central Amer- 
ica, to bear witness to atrocities said to 
have been committed by government 
forces or rebels in the region. The goal 
of these visits is to try to uifluenoe pub> 
lie and Congr^ional sentiment idxwt 
Central America. 


his story authentic;., according to Marta 
Patricio Baltodaufc, the commission’s 
national coordinaKar. 

Mn. Baltodano. whoisnordatiaoto 
Baltodano. anrid by tdephone from 
Managua ttiat ^coounissioa expects 
to present hKoase to the Nicaraguan 
Government this 'weeir. 

Miss Hurtado, tshe embassy spoken 
man, said the consaaission had no legal 


sta nd i ng as a bucaan rights organiza- 
tion. She said the legitimate human 
rigl^ organizat^ toNicaragua is the 
National Commissiao to Promote and 
Protect Human Bt^ts. 

Ahaaaa.WjaAD^ed 

Roberto Peney. . a spdwsman lor a 
Nicaraguan rebei gnup based in Cosu 
Rica, said that tme treatment of Mr. 

Baltodano wasaneSection of abuses by 

Government torews religious 

leaders and Miskttsr |n Nicara- 

gua. Mr. Ferrey. who came with Mr. 
Britodano to Wmshingtoo ^m Costa 
Rica, said lus reoid organization, the. 
Democratic RewahJtionary AUiaitce 

was paying for the visit to publicize the 
SandinisU Goversenent’s 
Reagan Adminscration officials and 
leaders of the alhiaaee have said the or- 
^nizaUm is supevned in part by the 
Central totriligesce Agency. Guerrilla 
Ireden in C^ Rica said last week 
that this aid has touihided cash. It was 
not arhether money provided by 
5* C.1.^ wv usee to bring Mr. Balt^ 
uno to Wftsnii|g;t( 2 ci. 


Last year, several Nicaraguans who 
said they had been mistreated hy 
United Sutes-supported rebeis arere 
brought to Washington by exponents of 
United Sutes covert activities and 
were made available to reporters for 
interviews. 


Wants to Testify 

Mr. Baltodano said in an interview 
that he wants to testify about repres- 
sion In his homeland, and about how 
one of his eats aras cut off and be was 
bayoneted in the nedc for no apparent 
reason other than his rdigious bdiris. 

A spokesman for the Nicaraguan 
Embassy, Isolds Hurtado, said that the 
Government had no knowledge of Mr. 
Baltodano or of the attack be de- 
scribed. **lt is another story made ip 
by the contras to discredit Nicaragua." 
she said, referring to the Nicaragua 
rebri forces by the name under whidi 
they are known in Central America. 

The Nicaraguan Permanent Com- 
mission on Human Ri^ts has inter- 
viewed Mr. Baltodano and considers 
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ntHwYartTlBa/rHiSaiet* 

Prndendo Baltodano saying be 
was tortured by the Sandinistas. 


Government forces and rebels. 

Mr. Baltodano said several of the sol- 
diers tied him to a tree, warning 
"You don’t know what we do to evan- 


gdical pastors. We are Communists 
and don't believe in God." Mr. Balut. 


YledeeaTTee 

Mi. Baltodano. whose has scats on 
Ms forehead and week and no left ear, 
said he had done wsehing to provoke the 
“*.T“ • and prcadi- 

er. he said. 1 was not interested in 
politics.’’- 

Mr. Baltodano. « years old, said a 
unit of the Nicaraguan Army vrired 
Mm and a friend early in Prtwuary — 
he does not recai: the exact dau — 
while they were building a shriter for 
their families. He said the famiUes 
were fleeing from fighting between 


and don't believe in God." Mr. Balm 
dano said he was a pastor in the Unified 
Pentecostal Misskm, one trf a numbei 
of evangelical groims In Nicaragua 
that have attracted a large following. 

Be said be did not know the identities 
of the sMdiets who assaulted him, bu 
said they came from a Nicamguai 
Armyunit. • 

Mr. Baltodano said that although be 
profusely from the wounds in 
flicted during torture, he was able u 
escape with difficulty through the for- 


est vnien the soldiers departed. 

Mr. Baltodeim said he now hves ii 
Costa Rica. Mr. Ferrey said that Mr 
Baltodano would present his n 
members of Congress and talk to of f i 
dais from the United Nations and Ot 
gaMzation of American Sutes. 





